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INTRODUCTION

The nature of polar substituent effect in aliphatic series,
classified according to the classical English school1,2 as
inductive effect, has been and still is the subject of con-
tinuing discussions.3–15 While all the available exper-
imental data point to the decrease of the magnitude of the
effect with increasing distance between the substituent
and the reaction center, the main issue of discussions
concerns the actual mechanism of the propagation of the
effect along the molecular skeleton. One of the tradi-
tionally considered theories is the so-called sigma
inductive effect theory1,3,12,13 which assumes that the
effect propagates by the successive polarization of the
bonds between the substituent and the reaction center.
This theory does not make any assumption about
the physical nature of the interaction, it only explains
the observed falloff of the effect with increasing distance
between the substituent and the reaction center using the
empirical quantity called attenuation factor f, which
characterizes the weakening of the effect transmitted
through each of n intervening bonds.
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The most serious drawback of this theory is that it is
inherently unable to explain the observed angular depen-
dence of the effect7,9,10,16,17 – the phenomenon which, in
turn, is correctly described by the alternative field-effect
theory. This theory is more deeply rooted in physics and
assumes that the inductive effect is primarily governed by
the electrostatic interactions of charges and dipoles in the
molecule. This approach is best exemplified by the
Kirkwood–Westheimer theory of the dissociation equili-
bria of aliphatic carboxylic acids.18,19 Within this
approach the dissociation of the acids is assumed to be
dominated by the electrical work required to remove the
proton from the molecule of the acid in the electrostatic
field created around the acid by the charged and/or dipolar
substituent.
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Despite its sound theoretical basis, the practical
application of the Kirkwood–Westheimer equation often
meets with only moderate success. Part of the existing
discrepancies can be certainly attributed to the uncer-
tainties concerning the actual values of the parameters
involved in the theory as, e.g., the quantity "eff which
represents the ‘effective’ permittivity of the molecule
represented by the cavity model,18–20 but the other
deviations reported for ingeniously designed model
series suggest that the reduction of the substituent effect
to electrostatic interactions of localized charges and
dipoles is not apparently realistic enough and that the
J. Phys. Org. Chem. 2007; 20: 662–670



Scheme 1
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modification of the original Kirkwood–Westheimer elec-
trostatic theory would be needed.11

Although the approximate character of the Kirkwood–
Westheimer theory is now widely recognized, much less
consensus exists so far in the question of along what lines
the more realistic theory of inductive effect should be
formulated.

Our aim in this study is to contribute to the existing
debate concerning the nature of inductive effect by the
systematic study of gas phase proton transfer equilibria in
the series of substituted carboxylic acids I–VI
(Scheme 1). Our approach relies on the application of
recently proposed quantum chemical approach21,22 based
on the theory of proton affinity originally proposed by
Longuett-Higgins.23 Within this approach it is possible to
partition the total proton affinity into two contributions
which can be regarded as the theoretical counterparts of
the classical concepts of field- and sigma inductive effect.
The main goal of our systematic study of the substituent
induced variation of the acidity in the series of the above
acids is to evaluate the differences in the transmission of
the substituent effect through the individual molecular
skeletons and contribute thus to the understanding of the
factors responsible for the propagation of the inductive
effect.
THEORETICAL

The traditional approach to the study of inductive effect is
based on the investigation of the substituent induced
variation of experimental dissociation constants char-
acterizing the equilibrium (1), in which the proton is
Copyright # 2007 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
transferred from a substituted acid ðAXHÞ to the
unsubstituted conjugated base ðA �ð Þ

0 Þ and vice versa.

AXH þ A
ð�Þ
0 Ð A

ð�Þ
X þ A0H (1)

The above equilibrium can be quantitatively charac-
terized by Eqn (2), which relates the ratio of the
dissociation constants to the differences in the values of
the Gibbs free energies of the proton transfer between the
acid and the conjugated anion for unsubstituted and
substituted acids, respectively.
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Most of the experimental data on the substituent
induced variation of the proton transfer equilibria
are available in solution and in fact the study of
the dissociation of 4-substituted bicyclo [2,2,2] octane
1-carboxylic acids in 50% ethanol24 was used for the
introduction of the inductive substituent constants sI.
Despite considerable progress in the quantum chemical
description of acid–base dissociation constants pK in
solution,25–27 the majority of contemporary theoretical
approaches to the study of the inductive effect is based on
the comparison of calculated values of Gibbs free
energies and/or the reaction energies characterizing the
proton transfer equilibrium (1) or other ingeniously
designed isodesmic reactions in the gas phase.13,15,28–31

In addition to this, other theoretical approaches to the
study of the inductive effect have also recently been used
and reviewed.32–38 Despite undeniable progress which
these studies contributed to the elucidation of the
nature and the propagation of the inductive effect, the
disadvantage of the straightforward computational
approaches is that they often yield just numbers but do
not provide the necessary insight into the origin of the
observed effects as offered by simple qualitative models.
In order to remedy the above drawback we have recently
proposed the new theoretical approach21,22 which
combines the advantage of realistic quantum chemical
description with the simplicity and attractiveness of the
qualitative models. As the whole procedure, which is
based on the theory of proton affinity proposed originally
by Longuet-Higgins23 is sufficiently described in the
original studies, we consider it possible to remind briefly
only the basic ideas to the extent necessary for the
purpose of this study.

The first and in fact the only approximation used in our
approach consists in replacing the standard Gibbs free
energies DG0

0 and DG0
X in Eqn (2) by the corresponding

differences in the total energy (3).
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As the vibrational (ZPE) and thermal contributions
which cause the difference between DE and DG are
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664 R. PONEC AND S. VAN DAMME
generally quite small, the use of this approximation in the
series of structurally related molecules is entirely
plausible and widely accepted. The close parallel between
DG and DE is advantageously used also in our study as
the energy differences DE0

0 and DE0
X are the crucial

quantities in the theory of proton affinity.23 According to
this theory, the proton affinity is identified with the work
required to transfer the proton in the electric field of the
molecule (in our case anion) from infinity to its final
position r0 that characterizes the length of OH bond in the
acid. This work can be expressed in the form of the
integral (4)

DW ¼
Zr0
1

@E

@r
dr (4)

This approximation is in fact similar to that used by
Kirkwood and Westheimer,18,19 but while these authors
concentrated only on the electrostatic part of thework, the
formula (4) involves all possible types of electrical work.
In the case of the isodesmic process characterizing the
proton transfer equilibrium (1), the total energy change
we are dealing with is given by Eqn (5)

dDE ¼ DW0 � DWX (5)

whereDW0 and DWX represent the proton affinities (4) for
the non-substituted and substituted acid, respectively.

The key step of the Longuet-Higgins theory consists in
rewriting the general formula (4) in the alternative form (6)

DW ¼
Zr0
1

@Eðr; 0Þ
@r

drþ
Z1

0

@Eðr0; lÞ
@l

dl (6)

Within such an approach the proton transfer is
separated into two steps of which the first step
corresponds to the transfer from infinity to the position
r0 of the vacant orbital localized on the hypothetical
particle with the core charge l¼ 0. The charge of this
hypothetic particle is then, in the second step, continu-
ously increased from 0 to 1. The above two-step process
allows one to rewrite the quantity DW as a sum of two
terms (7)

DW ¼ D"þ Dh (7)

The first term eliminates from the total work the part
due to the difference in the basis set between the
protonated and nonprotonated molecule. This term,
which is in fact equivalent to the well-known counter-
poise correction for the elimination of basis set super-
position error (BSSE),39 is generally very small.
Dominant contribution to DW thus comes from the
second term Dh, which describes the charging process
and whose values characterize the total electrical
contribution to the work associated with the proton
transfer. Using the partitioning (7), the original Eqn (3)
Copyright # 2007 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
can be rewritten in the form (8)
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This formula, which still represents the exact
transcription of the formula (3), can be further simplified
for proton transfer equilibria in the series of structurally
closely related molecules. In this case, namely, the BSSE
De is not only negligibly small, but also its values
practically do not vary within the series so that the terms
D"0 and D"X practically cancel each other. The Eqn (8)
thus reduces to the form (9) which implies that the
substituent effect on the proton transfer equilibria is
dominated by electrical interactions.
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Such a conclusion is in fact reminiscent of the original
ideas of Bjerrum40 and Kirkwood,18,19 but in contrast to
these authors who concentrated only on the electrostatic
part of the work, for which approximate analytical
expressions could be derived, the exact Eqn (9), based on
the quantum chemical calculations takes into account all
possible kinds of electrical interactions. Besides describ-
ing more realistically possible interactions, another
advantage of the above approach is that it brings more
detailed insight into the nature of these interactions by
further partitioning of the term Dh into contributions
characterizing electrostatic and polarization part of the
electrical work (Eqn 10).

Dh ¼ DWelstat þ DWpolar (10)

Using this additional partitioning, the Eqn (10) can be
rewritten in the form (11) which suggests that the polar
substituent effect is generally composed of two com-
ponents and the final manifestation of the effect thus may
depend on which of the terms is in a given case
responsible for the observed substituent induced variation
of the acidity.

log
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Thus, e.g., in the series of 4-substituted bicyclo [2,2,2]
octane 1-carboxylic acids,22 the polarization term was
found to be roughly constant. The substituent induced
variation of the acidity of the corresponding acids is thus
primarily due to the electrostatic term approximately
considered by the Kirkwood–Westheimer theory.18,19 On
the other hand the analysis of the gas phase basicity in the
series of ammonia, methylamine, dimethylamine, and
trimethylamine in the same study22 revealed that in this
case it is the electrostatic contribution which is constant,
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Table 1. Calculated values of total energy differences and
the components of their partitioning according to the theory
of proton affinity for the studied series of acids I–VI. Values in
kcal/mol

Series X DE De DWelstat DWpolar

I H 346.960 �9.223 178.538 177.646
Br 340.131 �9.309 171.439 178.001
CF3 340.548 �9.321 172.339 177.530
Cl 340.544 �9.339 172.134 177.749
CN 338.112 �9.212 169.645 177.679
F 341.740 �9.313 173.791 177.262
CH3 346.467 �9.267 177.845 177.889
NO2 337.459 �9.245 169.257 177.447

II H 347.362 �9.242 179.162 177.442
Br 340.080 �9.485 171.470 178.095
CF3 340.174 �9.345 172.224 177.295
Cl 340.577 �9.449 172.350 177.676
CN 337.573 �9.208 169.266 177.515
F 342.077 �9.307 174.490 176.894
CH3 347.095 �9.211 178.578 177.728
NO2 336.870 �9.411 169.083 177.197

III H 344.390 �9.597 175.491 178.497
Br 337.525 �9.730 168.460 178.795
CF3 337.652 �9.735 169.050 178.337
Cl 337.957 �9.790 169.112 178.635
CN 335.123 �9.580 166.157 178.546
F 339.220 �9.666 170.766 178.120
CH3 343.959 �9.637 174.877 178.720
NO2 334.503 �9.377 166.474 177.406

IV H 346.011 �8.571 177.261 177.321
Br 335.937 �9.958 167.197 178.698
CF3 337.456 �8.827 169.060 177.222
Cl 337.095 �9.663 168.904 177.854
CN 334.889 �7.853 164.913 177.829
F 339.440 �9.272 171.816 176.897
CH3 346.580 �8.674 177.511 177.744
NO2 332.839 �8.645 163.842 177.642

V H 347.932 �9.025 180.842 176.115
Br 341.503 �9.218 174.294 176.428
CF3 341.779 �9.118 174.912 175.985
Cl 341.749 �9.283 174.785 176.247
CN 339.574 �9.102 172.416 176.260
F 342.808 �9.226 176.257 175.777
CH3 347.470 �9.120 180.200 176.390
NO2 338.371 �9.250 171.317 176.304

VI H 346.601 �8.615 175.157 180.059
Br 340.137 �8.726 168.468 180.395
CF3 339.362 �8.723 168.044 180.041
Cl 340.590 �8.728 169.133 180.185
CN 337.010 �8.524 165.241 180.292
F 341.956 �8.708 171.169 179.495
CH3 346.580 �8.657 174.774 180.463
NO2 336.016 �8.586 164.273 180.330
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so that the substituent effect is primarily due to
polarization term which is consistent with the expec-
tations of the classical inductive effect theory.

This implies that the interpretation of the field- and
sigma inductive effect as two mutually exclusive
mechanisms of the propagation of polar effects is not
appropriate because the final classification crucially
depends on the particular type of the analyzed reaction
series. With this in mind we report in this study the
application of the above approach to the series of
substituted carboxylic acids I–VI.

COMPUTATIONAL

The analysis reported in this study required several types
of calculations. In the first step it was necessary to
calculate the energy changes characteristic for the proton
transfer equilibria that characterize the substituent effect
on the gas phase acidity in all the studied series of the
acids. For the sake of elimination of the problems with the
eventual conformational ambiguity, the studied set of
substituents X involved only simple groups with axial
symmetry (X¼H, Br, Cl, F, CH3, CF3, CN, and NO2).

These calculations were performed using
Gaussian 0341 at B3LYP/6-31þG(d) level of the theory.
The geometries of all the structures were completely
optimized at the above level and the final ener-
gy-optimized structures were checked by vibrational
analysis to correspond to true minima on the correspond-
ing PE hypersurfaces. The resulting protonation energies
were in the second step subjected to the reported analysis
so as to identify the dominant contributions to the
substituent effect. For this purpose it was first necessary to
eliminate the BSSE De defined as the difference between
the energy of the anion and the energy of the same anion
whose Hamiltonian was, however, modified by the
presence of the ghost orbital localized at the dummy
atom with zero core charge in the position corresponding
to the position of the proton in the neutral acid (Eqn 12).

D" ¼ E0 Að�Þ
� �

� E0 Að�ÞðghostÞ
� �

(12)

Once the BSSE is eliminated, the total electrical work
associated with the proton transfer is given by Eqn (13)

Dh ¼ DE � D" (13)

The resulting values of Dh are then, in the last step,
partitioned into electrostatic and polarization com-
ponents. Such a partitioning is straightforwardly possible
because the electrostatic part of the work is numerically
equal to the value of the electrostatic potential at the
position of the ghost orbital,21,22,42 which is straightfor-
wardly available in the Gaussian package. The comp-
lementary polarization term is then calculated simply as a
difference (Eqn 14).

DWpolar ¼ Dh� DWelstat (14)
Copyright # 2007 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
The calculated values of total energy differences,
together with the quantities De, DWelstat, and DWpolar

resulting from the reported partitioning for all the reaction
series I–VI are summarized in Tables 1 and 2.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The traditional approach to the discussion of the nature of
inductive effect is based on the systematic study of the
J. Phys. Org. Chem. 2007; 20: 662–670
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Table 2. Values of dDE, and of its components dDe, dDh,
dWelstat, and dWpolar calculated according to the theory of
proton affinity for the studied series of acids I–VI. Values in
kcal/mol

Series X dDE dDe dDh dDWelstat dDWpolar

I H 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Br 6.83 0.09 6.74 7.10 �0.35
CF3 6.41 0.10 6.31 6.20 0.12
Cl 6.42 0.12 6.30 6.40 �0.10
CN 8.85 �0.01 8.86 8.89 �0.03
F 5.22 0.09 5.13 4.75 0.38
CH3 0.49 0.04 0.45 0.69 �0.24
NO2 9.50 0.02 9.48 9.28 0.20

II H 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Br 7.28 �0.24 7.04 7.69 �0.65
CF3 7.19 �0.10 7.09 6.94 0.15
Cl 6.79 �0.21 6.58 6.81 �0.23
CN 9.79 0.03 9.82 9.90 �0.07
F 5.29 �0.07 5.22 4.67 0.55
CH3 0.27 0.03 0.30 0.58 �0.29
NO2 10.49 �0.17 10.32 10.08 0.24

III H 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Br 6.86 �0.13 6.73 7.03 �0.30
CF3 6.74 �0.14 6.60 6.44 0.16
Cl 6.43 �0.19 6.24 6.38 �0.14
CN 9.27 0.02 9.28 9.33 �0.05
F 5.17 �0.07 5.10 4.73 0.38
CH3 0.43 �0.04 0.39 0.61 �0.22
NO2 9.89 0.22 10.11 9.02 1.09

IV H 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Br 10.07 1.39 8.69 10.06 �1.38
CF3 8.56 0.26 8.30 8.20 0.10
Cl 8.92 1.09 7.82 8.36 �0.53
CN 11.12 �0.72 11.84 12.35 �0.51
F 6.57 0.70 5.87 5.44 0.42
CH3 �0.57 0.10 �0.67 �0.25 �0.42
NO2 13.17 0.07 13.10 13.42 �0.32

V H 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Br 6.43 �0.19 6.24 6.55 �0.31
CF3 6.15 �0.09 6.06 5.93 0.13
Cl 6.18 �0.26 5.93 6.06 �0.13
CN 8.36 �0.08 8.28 8.43 �0.15
F 5.12 �0.20 4.92 4.59 0.34
CH3 0.46 �0.09 0.37 0.64 �0.28
NO2 9.56 �0.22 9.34 9.53 �0.19

VI H 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Br 6.46 0.11 6.35 6.69 �0.34
CF3 7.24 0.11 7.13 7.11 0.02
Cl 6.01 0.11 5.90 6.02 �0.13
CN 9.59 �0.09 9.68 9.92 �0.23
F 4.64 0.09 4.55 3.99 0.56
CH3 0.02 0.04 �0.02 0.38 �0.40
NO2 10.58 �0.03 10.61 10.88 �0.27

Figure 1. Dependence of experimental Gibbs free energies
DG0 for the gas phase acidities of the acids I, III, and IV on the
variation of the total energies DE0 characterizing the proton
transfer equilibrium (1). (R2 for the series (I), 0.993; series (III),
0.998; series (IV), 0.979)
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substituent effect on the acidity of aliphatic carboxylic
acid in various, often ingeniously designed reaction
series. This is also the case of the series I–VI for which the
experimental data on the substituent induced variation of
dissociation constants are available.4–6,43–45 Most of these
experimental data were, however, obtained from the
measurements in various solvents and although the results
Copyright # 2007 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
within individual series are generally consistent with the
idea of the field-effect, the crudeness of Kirkwood–
Westheimer model makes it difficult to evaluate whether
or to what extent the observed results reflect the inherent
structural effects or whether they can be due to
interference with the specific solvent effects.

In order to eliminate the above uncertainties we report
in this paper systematic theoretical study of inherent
structural effects on the substituent induced variation of
gas phase acidity in the series of substituted acids I–VI.
As the first step of such analysis we first compared
the calculated values of reaction energies DE, with the
experimental values of DG which are available for the
reaction series I, III, and IV.46,47 Such a comparison is
shown in Fig. 1. Given the close parallel shown in the
figure it seems entirely plausible to assume that the
calculated values of DE correctly reflect the trends in
the gas phase acidity also in the series for which the
experimental gas phase data are not available and,
consequently, these values can be used to reliably monitor
the substituent induced variation of the inductive effect in
remaining series II, V, and VI. The efficiency of individual
skeletons to transmit the substituent effect in the ideal
conditions of the gas phase can be characterized by the
values of the transmission factor zJ obtained from the
correlation of the calculated values of dDE for each
particular series J relative to the bicyclooctane series.

dDEJ ¼ zJdDEI (15)

The above correlation is in fact nothing but the
theoretical counterpart of the approach known as the
J. Phys. Org. Chem. 2007; 20: 662–670
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Figure 2. The calculated dependence of substituent-
induced variation of reaction energies dDE0 for the series
of cubane carboxylic acids (VI) on the corresponding energy
difference in the series of bicyclo-[2,2,2]-carboxylic acids (I).
(R2¼0.975)
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so-called r–r technique,8,48

log KX

K0

� �
J

log KX

K0

� �
I

’ rJ
rI

¼ zJ (16)

which was used as a general tool for the determination of
the transmission factors of various aliphatic skeletons
using experimental solution pK values.

An example of the correlation (15) for the series of
substituted cubane carboxylic acids is given in Fig. (2),
but similar, equally good correlations are observed for all
the studied series. The statistical parameters of such
correlations for the entire set of acids are summarized in
the Table 3. The inspection of the table shows that in
the majority of cases the substituent effect is in the gas
phase transmitted through individual skeletons with com-
parable efficiency as in bicyclooctane. The only exception
is the series of bicyclo [1,1,1] pentane-carboxylic acids
Table 3. Comparison of theoretical values of transmission facto
with the available experimental data

Series zJ R2 Std. Dev.

I 1.00 1.000 —
II 1.09� 0.01 0.996 0.234
III 1.03� 0.01 0.998 0.151
IV 1.35� 0.04 0.981 0.692
V 0.97� 0.01 0.997 0.176
VI 1.04� 0.03 0.975 0.618

a Taken from Reference [12].
b Taken from Reference [7].
c Calculated from the pK values determined in H2O.

47

Copyright # 2007 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
(IV), and our value 1.35 fairly well agrees with the value
1.29 determined from the comparison of experimental gas
phase acidities and a similar value 1.34 was also reported
in the study by Wiberg.49

In order to get more detailed insight into the nature of
the observed substituent effect let us first focus on the
decomposition of the calculated values of dDE according
to the theory of protonaffinity23 (Table 2). The inspection
of this table shows that because of negligibly small and
practically constant values of the BSSE De, the
substituent effect in each of the studied series is
dominated by the term dDh which reflects the electrical
work connected with the proton transfer between
substituted and non-substituted acids. As, however, this
total electrical work has two basic components, it was of
interest to evaluate the role of these components in each
particular reaction series. The general conclusion which
straightforwardly follows from the inspection of the
Table 2 is that the values of the polarization term DWpolar

within each of the series remain practically constant so
that the substituent-induced variation of the acidity is in
all series predominantly due to the electrostatic effect.

The dominant role of the electrostatic field-effect is
also clearly corroborated by the existence of the
correlation between the calculated total energy differ-
ences dDE and the electrostatic terms dDWelstat. An
example of such a correlation involving the data for all the
series of substituted acids I–VI is shown in Fig. (3). In
addition to this straightforward demonstration, the
decisive role of the electrostatic field-effect as the
dominant component of the inductive substituent effect
in the studied series of acids can be also independently
demonstrated by the comparison of the transmission
factors zJ (Eqn. 15, Table 3) with the analogous quantities
vJ derived from the correlation of pure electrostatic
terms (17).

dDWelstat
J ¼ vJdDW

elstat
I (17)

As it is possible to see from the values summarized in
the Table 4, the agreement between both sets of quantities
is practically quantitative. This result is very important
since the near equality of the transmission factors zJ and
rs zJ of individual skeletons calculated according to Eqn (15)

Experimental transmission factors from various solvents

1.00a

1.17a

1.07b

1.51c

0.76a

0.92a
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Scheme 2

Figure 3. Dependence of the total reaction energies dDE0

of the proton transfer equilibria (1) in the series of acids I–VI
on the electrostatic component dDWelstat calculated accord-
ing to theory of proton affinity. (R2¼0.990)
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vJ implies that the propagation of the inductive effect in
all the studied molecules is indeed due to the electrostatic
interactions. Although such a conclusion is very reminis-
cent of the conclusions of many earlier experimental4–11

and also more recent theoretical studies29,35–38 in which
the dominance of the field (through-space) effect as the
primary mechanism of the propagation of inductive effect
was repeatedly advocated, the quantitative agreement of
the calculated transmission factors puts the above con-
clusions on much safer theoretical footing. The reason is
that in contrast to the approximate Kirkwood–Westheimer
model, the above approach is free of any imperfections
because the electrostatic component of the substituent
effect DWelstat is determined directly from the quantum
chemical analysis of the calculated reaction energy. This
deep rooting in the theory is indeed very important since it
opens the way to much more realistic analysis of the
inductive substituent effects and especially to its
confrontation with the existing theories, i.e., both with
the classical Kirkwood–Westheimer theory and the sigma
inductive effect theory.
Table 4. Theoretical values of transmission factors vJ of
individual skeletons calculated from the electrostatic com-
ponents of the substituent effect according to Eqn (17)

Series vJ R2 Std. Dev.

I 1.00 1.000 0.000
II 1.09� 0.02 0.996 0.234
III 1.01� 0.01 0.996 0.214
IV 1.37� 0.04 0.981 0.703
V 0.97� 0.01 0.994 0.255
VI 1.06� 0.04 0.963 0.767

Copyright # 2007 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
In order to throw some new light on the above problems
let us focus first on the confrontation of the quantum
chemically calculated electrostatic component of the
effect with the classical Kirkwood–Westheimer theory.
For this purpose we compare the quantum chemically
calculated electrostatic energies DWelstat for each
individual series with the parameter j (Eqn 18)

j ¼ m cos u

r2
(18)

defined in terms of quantities characterizing the
Kirkwood–Westheimer model. The values of these
parameters were determined as follows. The dipole m
characterising the substituent X was approximated by the
calculated dipole moment of the molecule CH3X, and the
distance r and the angle u were taken in each individual
case from the real optimized geometry of the molecule
(Scheme 2).

The parameters of the correlation described by Eqn
(19) are summarized in Table 5.

DWelstat ¼ ajþ b (19)

The inspection of this table shows that although the
actual correlation lines slightly depend on the type of the
reaction series, the differences are not too dramatic and in
view of the crudeness of the assumptions adopted for the
determination of the parameter j, the agreement is really
satisfactory. Given the estimated confidence intervals of
the regression parameters, the differences of the slopes
for the most closely related series I–III and also for
bicyclo [1,1,1] pentane series IV are practically negli-
gible. Slightly higher difference is thus observed only for
the cyclohexane and cubane series (Vand VI) but even in
these cases, the deviations are not too dramatic. This
Table 5. Statistical parameters of the correlation of the
exact quantum chemically calculated electrostatic com-
ponent of the substituent effect DWelstat with the parameter
j derived from the Kirkwood–Westheimer model

Series a b R2 Std. Dev.

I �80.43� 6.69 177.65� 0.460 0.960 0.745
II �81.89� 7.11 178.31� 0.530 0.957 0.863
III �81.96� 6.21 174.63� 0.42 0.967 0.690
IV �86.65� 8.77 176.71� 0.80 0.942 1.291
V �94.72� 7.32 180.10� 0.42 0.965 0.681
VI �94.66� 7.33 174.80� 0.50 0.965 0.803
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Figure 4. Comparison of transmission factors of individual
skeletons in the series of acids I–VI with the predictions of the
field- and sigma inductive effect theory
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result is very interesting since it suggests that no dramatic
modifications of Kirkwood–Westheimer theory are
apparently needed if it is used to describe the inductive
effect in the gas phase.

The most important qualitative expectation that can be
deduced from the classical Kirkwood–Westheimer model
is the inverse dependence of the inductive (field) effect on
the (square of the) distance between the substituent and
the reaction center and as it will be shown the calculated
differences in the sensitivity of individual skeletons to the
transmission of substituent effect (Table 4) do indeed
correspond to what the classical field-effect predicts.
Simple inspection of geometrical parameters of the series
of acids I–VI shows, namely, that the distance between
the substituent and reaction centre is considerably shorter
in the case of bicyclo-[1,1,1] pentane series (IV) than in
the remaining ones and the increased sensitivity of the
skeleton IV thus can straigthforwardly be attributed just
to the above simple proximity effect.

The situation, can be, however, slightly more difficult
in the case of the transmission factors calculated from
experimental solution data. The importance of the solvent
effect on the transmission factors can be estimated from
the comparison of the experimental data also summarized
in Table 3 with the gas phase zJ values. The inspection of
this table shows that although the general trends expected
on the basis of gas phase data are also more or less
reflected in the experimental solution data, some
non-negligible discrepancies are also nevertheless clearly
evident. The most important of such discrepancies
concerns the series of bicyclo [1,1,1] pentane carboxylic
acids (IV), for which the transmission factor estimated
from the experimental pK values in water47 is consider-
ably higher than the analogous factor derived from the gas
phase data. Another higher numerical discrepancy can
also be found in the case of the cyclohexanes series (V)
where, however, the solvent effect contributes to the
reduction of the transmission factor. These differences are
certainly interesting and deserve further analysis but we
are affraid that because of uncertainties in the values of
the effective permitivity of the molecule in the solvent
cavity, the Kirkwood–Westheimer model can hardly
provide more than a kind of approximate phenomen-
ological description. Really convincing and satisfactory
explanation of the solvent effect on the protonation
equlibria will thus have to wait for the elaboration of
reliable procedures of direct inclusion of the solvent into
quantum chemical description.

Although the results of our study clearly identify the
field-effect as the dominant mechanism of the propa-
gation of polar substituent effect on the gas phase acidities
of the studied series of acids, we nevertheless consider it
useful to compare the predictions of the electrostatic
theory also with the expectations derived from the
alternative sigma inductive effect theory. The reason is
that this theory is still occasionally considered and
especially the predictions of the improved model by
Copyright # 2007 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
Exner and Fiedler12 were interesting enough to keep the
sigma inductive effect theory still in the play. The
straightforward comparison of both the alternative
theories of inductive effect is available via the confronta-
tion of transmission factor vJ derived from the
electrostatic component of the total energies (Eqn 17)
and/or from the refined Exner12 model of sigma inductive
effect with theoretical transmission factor zJ determined
from the calculated total energy differences according to
Eqn (15). Such a comparison is shown in Fig. 4. As it is
possible to see, the agreement with the electrostatic
theory is nearly quantitative while the sigma inductive
theory, although it also correctly describes the general
trends, is much less precise from the quantitative point of
view and its predictions of the extent of the effect are
strongly overestimated. In connection with this result it is,
nevertheless important to realize, that despite providing
plausible, albeit less precise description of the propa-
gation of the substituent effect, the sigma inductive theory
is clearly inferior to the field-effect theory because of its
lack of a sound physical background. The importance of
this aspect can be best demonstrated on the observed
deviations of the transmission factors derived from the
solutions data in the case of bicyclo-[1,1,1]-pentane and
cyclohexane series. While the field-effect theory is still
able to provide at least phenomenological explanation via
the appropriate choice of effective permitivity of the
molecule in the solvent cavity, the complete lack of such a
flexibility in sigma inductive theory makes its use for the
interpretation of the solvent data really questionable.
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31. Exner O, Böhm S. J. Phys. Org. Chem. 2004; 17: 124.
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